
From: "Mac Haddow" <haddowrsjc@gmail.com>
To: "Venning, Shelia" <svenning@pwcgov.org>

Date: 10/6/2021 11:32:15 AM
Subject: Re: FW: Posting of the “Town Hall” Notice

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Use caution when replying or clicking embedded links.

Chairman Rock:

I submit the following information for your review regarding the questions you have asked in your previous
emails.

I received an email from Maria Burgos on April 20, 2021 reminding all Commissioners of the invitation from
you to host "Community Listening Sessions" in the districts we represent, with the requested deadline of
notice of intent to do so by April 30, 2021. I responded via email on April 28, 2021 that I intended to host a
listening session and stated that I might hold a joint meeting with either Commissioner Tredinnick or
Commissioner Steverson. You, along with every other Commissioner and the staff, received a copy of my
email because it is my practice to cc everyone on my emails on Commission business.

1.

At the Commission meeting on September 23, 2021 I announced that Commissioner
Tredinnick and I would be holding a joint Town Hall meeting on October 5, 2021 at Patriot
High School from 7 pm to 9:30 pm (see https://pwcgov.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?
view_id=35&clip_id=2934).  Immediately following the meeting Commissioner Steverson talked with me and
expressed an interest in participating in the Town Hall.

2.

In Ms. Burgos' email of April 20 she specifically stated that "We [staff] will l ist all of the sessions on
the RSJC landing page and work with the communications office to promote these sessions."

3.

My announcement during the September 23, 2021 Commission meeting on the scheduling of the Town
Hall, with specifics on the location, date, and time -- a full 12 days in advance of the Town Hall meeting --
 certainly should have been adequate notice to the staff to begin that notification process, and it meets the
FOIA requirement for public notice in that the video was posted on the official RSJC website (§ 2.2-3707.
Meetings to be public; notice of meetings; recordings; minutes, (C)(1)). If the staff failed to fulfill
the commitment from Ms. Burgos on (1) listing the session on the RSJC landing page, and (2) then
"promoting" the event with the communications office following my notice, that is unfortunate, but out of the
control of the Commissioners involved.  The distribution of the flyer on this meeting was posted on
Facebook and that is a common practice used to alert the public on such meetings. While I am no expert
on FOIA, in my review of the law it requires notice (which I did in good faith), not any subsequent
promotional campaign.

4.

On September 27, 2021, Commissioner Tredinnick sent an email to Raul Torres asking if a "town hall/
listening session with 3 commissioners" was allowable under the rules. Mr. Torres responded on
September 28, 2021 stating that such a "town hall/listening session with three members of the Commission
is a meeting under FOIA. The official minimal notice is given by posting the event's date, place, and time on
the website. The opportunity to participate in the meeting allows the public to attend in person. The
meeting should be recorded."  Mr. Torres was fully aware that the question was specific to 3 members of
the Commission participating in the Town Hall (which triggered the FOIA requirements). 

5.

Given that I had publicly stated the event's date, place, and time during the meeting, and
that video is posted on the RSJC website, the public notice requirement was met
(see https://pwcgov.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=35&clip_id=2934 ). An additional notice was
widely circulated on Facebook and various community groups on September 30, 2021 (that generated over
245 comments showing it got great circulation), and it is my understanding that Supervisors Vega,
Candland, and Lawson posted the flyer advertising the event on their Facebook pages and email lists. The
attendance at the meeting -- when I did a head count midway through the meeting -- was approximately 80
attendees, which is a larger audience than any RSJC meeting that I am aware of and shows the public was
obviously very aware of the meeting.

6.

As a point of information, it is my understanding that Ms. Kimble was ill for a part of this time frame when
postings on the RSJC website or working with the County communications staff to "promote" the meeting
could have been made. I know this because I received an email on October 4 at 2:40 pm from Ms. Kimble
circulating the agenda and minutes for the Education Committee that was scheduled for 6:30 pm that
evening, with the explanation for the delay in sending that information as follows: "Please excuse the

7.

Page 1

10/11/2021

mailto:haddowrsjc@gmail.com
mailto:svenning@pwcgov.org
https://pwcgov.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=35&clip_id=2934
https://pwcgov.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=35&clip_id=2934
https://pwcgov.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=35&clip_id=2934


lateness of the above attachments due to me being ill." If that accounts for any delay in posting the notice
in a timely way that is an unfortunate outcome of Ms. Kimbell's illness. 
Pursuant to the direction of Mr. Torres, the meeting was recorded and I submitted the recording
earlier today.

8.

Your public pronouncements on the topics covered at the Town Hall, i.e., Critical Race Theory (CRT) and
Culturally Responsive Teaching, not being "sanctioned" by the full Commission materially misleads the
public on this issue. It is a fact that the Commission has not taken any formal action on CRT. You
personally introduced this issue for discussion in the August Commission meeting and a number of
comments from the public ensued. As you are aware, I was not in attendance at that meeting because of a
family funeral, but I did watch the video. I addressed this issue by formally requesting it be added to the
agenda for the September Commission meeting. During that discussion, which lasted approximately 40
minutes, three Commissioners offered their personal opinions on (1) whether CRT is being taught in the
schools (School Board Representative Williams and you), and (2) Commissioner Porter stated his opinion
that CRT was not an appropriate topic for the Commission to consider. I offered a different viewpoint on
that issue, and specifically stated that this was an issue that I thought needed more discussion and I
intended to continue to do so. The important point here is that no formal action was taken by the
Commission to limit any further discussion on these topics. I do not think your opinions or personal
beliefs on specific issues is determinative on what the scope of issues to be considered by the
Commission, and your attempts to do so is a clear abuse of your role as Chairman of the Commission. I
believe you should correct your prior public statements.

9.

Respectfully submitted,

Mac Haddow
571-294-5978
haddowrsjc@gmail.com

FOIA Disclaimer

For members of the Racial and Social Justice Commission who have been cc’ed on this email, please be advised you have been copied for
informational purposes only.  This email is not intended to elicit any response from Commission members who are cc’ed, and in fact is only intended
to allow you full transparency in exchanges between the addressee and the sender.

The claims made by the County staff that sending an email copying all Commission members is a violation of the FOIA statute appear to be
inconsistent with various Court rulings directly on point to this issue.

Under the Virginia FOIA statute, the definition of meeting includes a gathering of two or more members of a public body to discuss public business.
§2.2-3701. It is not a meeting 1) when the discussion or transaction of any public business is no part or purpose of the gathering or attendance, 2)
the gathering was not prearranged for the purpose of public business, or 3) if the attendees are at a public forum, debate, or candidate appearance
that is held to inform the electorate and no public business is being transacted, even if the performance of members is a topic of discussion or
debate at the gathering. 

Commission members have some flexibility in communicating through e-mail. A 2004 Virginia Supreme Court opinion, Beck v. Shelton, 267 Va. 482;
593 S.E.2d 195, ruled that council members e-mailing each other did not create a meeting for purposes of FOIA. In Beck, multiple e-mails were sent
by an individual council member to all other members; some e-mails were in a reply to all members, and in one or two of the e-mails, the reply was
made more than 24 hours after the e-mail to which it replied. The court found that no meeting had occurred, although the opinion noted that the
outcome may have been different had the e-mails been part of instant messaging or a chat room discussion.

The Virginia Supreme Court reinforced its Beck reasoning in Hill v. Fairfax County School Board, No. 111805 (June 7, 2012). Hill involved e-mails
between members of a school board that were exchanged over an even shorter interval than in Beck. Back-and-forth communications only
occurred between two board members (not the three required for a meeting under FOIA). Any e-mail that was received by three or more members
was found to be of an informational or unilateral nature and did not create any discussion among members. Following Beck, the court reiterated that
e-mails between council members must be sufficiently simultaneous to create a meeting for the purposes of FOIA. Hill affirmed the lower court’s
finding that the school board members’ communications did not create a meeting because the e-mails did not show the simultaneity or group
discussion required under FOIA. Thus, responsive e-mails between at least three council members must occur within quick succession to
constitute an assembly of members (though the precise responsive speed that would be necessary is unclear).

Beck and Hill indicate that e-mail communication between more than two council members may comprise a meeting under FOIA if consisting of
mutual discussion within a time frame short enough to be considered an assemblage. In light of these cases, council members have some discretion
to send e-mails to other members if this takes place over an extended timeframe or if non-conversational. 

Page 2

10/11/2021

mailto:haddowrsjc@gmail.com


On Wed, Oct 6, 2021 at 10:22 AM Venning, Shelia <svenning@pwcgov.org > wrote:

Commissioners
Please see email below -- Sent on behalf of the Chair.

Shelia

Shelia Dixon Venning
Human Rights Manager
Prince William County Government
Human Rights Commission
15941 Donald Curtis Drive, Suite 125
Woodbridge, VA 22191
Office: 703-792-4680
FAX: 703-792-6944
Email: svenning@pwcgov.org

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, use, disclosure or
distribution by persons or entities other than the intended recipient(s) is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender by reply and destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise) of the original
message.  Thank you

-----Original Message-----
From: Shantell Rock <shantellrock@gmail.com >
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:02 AM
To: Burgos, Maria <mburgos@pwcgov.org >; Torres, Raul <RTorres2@pwcgov.org >; Venning, Shelia
<svenning@pwcgov.org >; Burgos, Maria <mburgos@pwcgov.org >; Jahanzeb Akbar
<jbakbarpwc@gmail.com >; Kimble, Theresa M. <TKimble@pwcgov.org >
Subject: Posting of the “Town Hall” Notice

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Use caution when replying or clicking embedded links.
________________________________

Good morning Staff,

Please confirm if Commissioners Haddow, Treddinick, and Steverson’s town hall meeting was posted timely on
the website. Please provide the date and time it was posted and by whom.

Commissioner Treddinick sent Raul an email on September 28th, cc’ing me, at which time he explained the
FOIA rules and requirements if there would be three or more commissioners hosting the “listening session.”
Was the email an official notice confirming Steverson will participate or was the email considered a “what if” he
participates?

I was told there were three other Commissioners in the audience and at one point Ex-officio Curtis Porter
asked that the audience address the panelist and not the “Commissioners” in the audience. However,
Commissioner Tredinnick responded by saying that the audience could address whomever they wanted.
Apparently, there was still confusion about this being a full body RSJC meeting.

I do believe that a member of the press has contacted the county attorney’s office to seek clarification and
possible recourse.

Further, I have provided the press with a copy of the email that Maria sent on my behalf suggesting the
Commissioners hold “listening sessions.” It was suggested that I did not want the “listening session” or “town
hall” to be held which is not true. Another question asked by the press. The email cleared up the
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misinformation given to those attending.

I was not aware the Commissioners were holding a “town hall” on critical race theory until the flyer circulated.
Nor was I aware Commissioner Haddow would give a presentation on Critical Race Theory and the
Commissioners Haddow, Tredinnick, and Steverson would answer any questions speaking on behalf of the
Chair and for the full Commission until I was contacted by the press and other Commissioners who attended. I
was asked by the press if I permitted them to speak for the full Commission under the bylaws and I said “no, I
did not.”

Please be prepared to receive questions and clear up any misunderstandings regarding the posting of the
meeting notice. InsideNova released an article late last night stating the meeting notice was posted “after” the
town hall, and the recording hasn't been posted. I explained the recording will be posted once it's received
from the Commissioners, which is a FOIA requirement.

I was up very late addressing the press about the “town hall” meeting which I did not attend. As soon as the
recording is provided, please post it to the website immediately.

Please forward this email to the full-body commission and respond and cc the entire commission.

Regards,

Shantell E. Rock, Chair
Prince William County’s Racial and Social Justice Commission

Sent from my iPhone (Please excuse any typos)
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